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Overview 

Â Provenance and the archival concept of the 

Fonds 

Â “The Context is all” 

Ã The concept of context 

Ã Significance of context 

Ã A context model 

Â Multiple contexts: an example 

Â Representing records context, structure and contents 

Â Conclusions: representation model and standards 
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Principle of Provenance 

Â The fonds as the result of the activities of a 

person or organisation 

Â External dimension: the fonds as a whole 

Â Internal dimension: original order 

Â Critised by Peter Scott (1966); the Series as 

the top level 

Â De-constructed in post-modern archival theory 

Â Different provenances (organisation, function, 

custodian, recordkeeping system) 
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“The Context is All” 

(Heather MacNeil) 

Â Concept of Context 

Â Significance of preserving context 

Ã Integrity 

Ã Interpretation 

Â Context Models 



Context and Provenance 
 

 

 
Â Actor (Organisation) 

Â Functions and business processes 

Â Records creating processes 

Â Use of records 

Â Recordkeeping Processes 

Â Main differences:  
Ã Not focusing on just one dimension 

Ã Objective is not arrangement but interpretation 

through description 



Context Models 

Â Context of Creation and use 

Ã Organisation, business functions, mandate 

Â Documentary Context 

Ã Procedures, technology 

Â Recordkeeping context 

Ã Procedures, technology, infrastructure 
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Four Domains Model 

Organisation 

Strategic Top 

Middle  

Management 

Operational 

staff 

Functions 
Mandate; Processes 

Documenting 

(Procedures, 

technology) 

Recordkeeping 

system 

(Procedures, 

technology) 



Context is never fixed 

Â De-contextualisation 

Ã Out of primary context of creation 

¸ Dispersion, loss, transfer 

Â Re-contextualisation 

Ã Into secundary, tertiary context of management and 

use (creation) 

Ã Change of meaning 

Ã Layers of interpretation, “tectonics” 
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Example: Netherlands Red Cross 

The Hague, Information Bureau 

Photo H.G.L. 

Schimmelpenninck 



Re-creating records 
 

Die Kartei ist der Mittelpunkt der 

gesamten Registratur (Westerbork) 

 

Registration cards created by the 

Jewish Council 

 

Originally possibly not one series, but 

kept by different sections of the 

Council 

 

(Partly) “underground” after abolition 

of the Council 

 

Re-used by Red Cross for tracing 

 

Cross references to file(s) 

 

Not always easy to distinguish who 

wrote what 
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Thanks for kind cooperation 

Netherlands Red Cross 

Marieke Bos 

Raymund Schütz 



Photo H.G.L. 

Schimmelpenninck 



Another example 
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Jewish Council 

(Archives Netherlands 

Red Cross) 



Contexts of Creation and Use 

Â Multiple creators: Jewish Council – Red 

Cross 

Â Jewish Council Multiple functions – 

Support (Sperr, Emigration, Transport, 

Safeguarding Properties 

Â Red Cross: Recording Tracing process 

Â Multiple documenting processes 

Â Subsequent recordkeeping systems 
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Repository Netherlands Red Cross, ca 

1980 



Files („Dossiers‟) 

Â Constructs by Red Cross 

Â Contents from various provenances, even 

cards from Karteien 

Â Maybe different for every file 

Â Representation: ideally linking each 

document to provenances, functions, 

recordkeeping systems, with dates 

Â In practice not possible 

 
15 



Representation 

Â Physical Arrangement in One Series 

Ã Merging former separate series 

Â Physical reconstruction of original order 

impossible, useless, and would be again 

de-contextualisation 

Â Representation through narrative at Series 

level 
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Records Representation 

Â Contents 

Â Structure 

Ã Internal 

Ã External – archival bond 

Â Context 

Ã Provenance(s) 
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Representation 

Â Layers of Creation, re-creation and use 

Â Layers of original order  

Â Multiple functions, creators, custodians, 

recordkeeping systems 

Â Representation through narratives 

Â Protecting integrity, without destroying 

records histories 

Â Current physical order is not significant 
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Repository 

Netherlands Red 

Cross, 2011 



Significance of colours 
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Jewish Council 

(Archives Netherlands Red Cross) 



Function Actor Collection Repository 

Finding Aid 

System 

Represented in 

Representation: Data Model and standards 
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