Press release
General inventory online
Bad Arolsen, 9 January 2017 – The International Tracing Service (ITS) has published
its complete inventory on the internet. The inventory offers an overview of the ITS’s
archival holdings, which comprise some 30 million documents on National Socialist
persecution and forced labour as well as the fates of the survivors. The archive’s
original documents have been inscribed in the UNESCO documentary heritage
register “Memory of the World” since 2013.
“With the aid of the general inventory, archive users can gain a good impression of the
structure and contents of our holdings,” explains archive director Dr. Christian Groh. “This will
greatly facilitate research into specific subjects and preparation for a visit to the archive.” The
inventory offers basic information on the individual sub-collections. This includes, for
example, the title, size and access number as well as a brief description of the contents. The
searchable structure of the general inventory is shown as a navigable tree. It is also possible
to carry out searches on the basis of keywords. The general inventory is available in German
and English.
The indexing of the extensive holdings, however, has not yet reached completion. For
reasons of transparency, the ITS has deliberately decided to include parts of the holdings
that have undergone only preliminary or superficial indexing to date in its general online
inventory. One by one, the existing information on the sub-collections will be supplemented
with detailed descriptions of the contents to permit more in-depth access to the documents.
The general inventory on our website reflects the current status of the indexing process, as
the data is retrieved directly from the digital ITS archive.
Link to the general inventory:
https://www.its-arolsen.org/archiv/bestandsueberblick/gesamtinventar/

About the ITS
The International Tracing Service (ITS) is an archive and a center for documenting National
Socialist persecution and the liberated survivors. Out of the more than 30 million documents,
former victims of Nazism and their families receive information regarding their incarceration,
forced labor, and postwar allied assistance. The documents in the ITS archives provide the
basis for research and education. In continuing to fulfill these responsibilities, the ITS is part
of an international cooperation with memorial sites, archives and research institutes.
The ITS commemorates and memorializes the victims of the Nazi crimes. As of 2013 the
original documents in the ITS archives are included on the UNESCO "Memory of the World"
Registry.
The ITS is governed by representatives from 11 member states: Belgium, France, Germany,
Greece, Israel, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Poland, United Kingdom, USA. The German
Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media funds the ITS. The German
Federal Archives is the institutional partner of the ITS.
Specially chosen collections are accessible in the Online Archive: digitalcollections.itsarolsen.org
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